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The
L a  S a l l e  E x p l o r e r
Vol. IX, No. 2
SOFTBALL LEADS 
CHARGE OF SPRING 
SPORT TEAMS
APRIL 1994
LA SALLE’S DI MICHELE 
ALMOST A GREAT 
TRIVIA ANSWER
La Salle’s spring sports season is well underway and the softball 
team has led the charge, forging a respectable 14-10 record 
through games of April 13th. Individually, several players rank 
among individual statistical leaders in the Midwestern 
Collegiate Conference (MCC). They include, sophomore Je n  
B ostak  (Severn , M D) who leads the MCC in triples (5), 
is second in batting average (.434) and runs batted in (17). 
Bostak is also sixth in doubles with four. Sophomore Je n  
R ueter (Langhorne, PA ) currently tops the MCC in 
doubles with six, and is fifth in batting average (.346). Junior 
H eather Su d u l (P h iladelph ia, PA ) leads the M CC in 
ERA (0.80), is third in strikeouts per seven innings with 164 
(11.01 per game) and is tied for first place with three saves. 
Coach Ray Perri’s squad begins the MCC portion of its 
schedule on the road in Detroit on April 22nd with contests 
schedule against Butler, Evansville and UDM over a three day 
period.
Across campus on the baseball diamond, Gene McDonnell’s 
squad has struggled to a 3-18 mark so far this season, with 
victories over Florida Atlantic (7-6), Long Island University 
(7-1) and Georgetown (9-4). The loss column includes all six 
MCC games played to date against Notre Dame (9-2 and 21-1) 
and UDM (14-4, 28-5, 9-6 and 11-6). Individually, senior 
D oug LeV ien (Brooklyn, NY) tops the MCC in batting 
average (.424) and is the only batter in the league topping the 
.400 mark. LeV ien  is also second in home runs with three 
and ninth in runs batted in (14). Senior M att K lein  
(N orth Wales, PA ) is tied for third in doubles with five, 
Junior Frank S ta s se l  (P h ilad elph ia, PA ) is third in 
strikeouts per 9 innings with 18 (7.82 per game) and Senior 
A nthony C o sse tti (P h iladelph ia, PA ) is sixth in 
stolen bases, successful on 6 of 7 attempts.
It was a great trivia question when it was asked at the annual 
Speedy Morris/Lou Cappiella Trivia Night at the Adam 
Kowalski VFW Post in Manayunk.
Buck The Bartender, the former trivial pursuer from The 
Bulletin and Daily News, had asked who was the first major 
leaguer to hit 40 homers and steal 40 bases in the same season. 
Easy enough, it was Jose Canseco with the Oakland A ’s in 
1988.
Then someone in the audience asked:
"Who gave up Canseco’s first homer that year?" and Buck was 
stumped.
When Buck gave up, the guy in the crowd said "Your assistant 
baseball coach and a former La Salle pitcher, Frank DiMichele."
Well, that surprised the heck out of Buck, but he accepted it 
and went on with the program. But it kept nagging at him and, 
not wanting to embarrass DiMichele by asking him, Buck went 
to the source -- the Oakland A ’s.
And the response was "Well, it was a lefthander all right but it 
wasn’t Frank DiMichele. It was Mark Langston."
Then the Oakland PR person said, "but, wait, I see where Frank 
gave up home run number two, while he was pitching for the 
California Angels.”
Well, as the Buffalo Bills have found out too often, there is a 
big difference between number one and number two, but it’s 
right there in the Jose Canseco scrap book. Frank DiMichele is 
number two on the list.
see S p r in g  S p o r t s  U p d a te  - page three see A lm o s t . . .  - page two
DIRECTOR’S CORNER by Robert Mullen
Many of you have read or heard recently about La Salle’s 
possible move to another conference, the anticipated closing of 
the Philadelphia Civic Center and of the possibility of Hayman 
Hall being expanded. Allow me this opportunity to update you 
on these important issues.
First, with respect to our conference affiliation. Two years ago 
the La Salle community embraced the Midwestern Collegiate 
Conference (MCC) and a concept of philosophically similar in- 
stitutions having the same athletic and academic values. 
Apparently we should have included ethical values as well, for 
shortly after signing a three year commitment, Dayton withdrew. 
This caused Duquesne to return to the Atlantic 10, thus 
destroying any chances of Eastern expansion. The loss of 
Dayton resulted in the conference losing its N CAA bid to the 
men’s basketball championship for one season (1993-94).  This 
year, Evansville announced that it will leave the league on July 
1, 1994 and Xavier has indicated its intentions to leave after the 
1994-95 season.
In January of this year we committed to continue our 
membership in the MCC through June 30, 1995. This was a 
result of negotiations between La Salle and the conference. In 
order to allow public institutions into the MCC, La Salle will 
have three, one year periods of membership, allowing it to leave 
without financial penalty. The agreement also includes a sub­
sidy for travel. All N CA A  bids including men’s basketball have 
been restored.
New members include Cleveland State and Wright State in 
Ohio, Illinois-Chicago, Northern Illinois, Wisconsin-Green Bay 
and Wisconsin-Milwaukee. The additions combined with the 
other remaining members (Butler, Detroit Mercy and 
Loyola-Chicago) are sure to make the MCC a viable entity for 
the foreseeable future. However, the philosophy and increased 
travel demands in the new M CC along with several other 
reasons are causing the administration to review La Salle’s 
commitment to the conference beyond next season.
previously with building officials, the site remains the home of 
La Salle Basketball through the 1994-95 season. Many false 
rumors about its closure as early as this summer continue to 
circulate.
The other topic is the possible expansion of Hayman Hall. 
Preliminary discussions have taken place about remodeling the 
facility to include a 6,000+ seat convocation center. The 
center, in addition to being used for concerts, lectures, etc., 
would also become the permanent on-campus home of our 
men’s basketball team. Brother Burke recently sent a letter to a 
number of concerned alumni, staff and friends of La Salle stating 
that the Hayman Hall project is "highly desirable". However, a 
higher priority for the University at this time is the remodeling 
of the Holroyd Science Center. The planning and funding of 
the Hayman project will begin after the funding of the Holroyd 
project. It is hoped that funding for the Holroyd project will be 
successful and that plans for the Hayman Hall expansion will 
move forward in the near future. In the interim, an alternative 
home for La Salle Basketball will have to be selected for the 
1995-96 season. This decision hopefully will be completed 
before September 1, 1994.
Your continued support is appreciated as we continue through a 
most interesting and challenging time in La Salle athletics.
ALM OST...
Already, La Salle has been rumored to be offered admission to 
several conferences, most notably the Atlantic 10, but some 
obstacles may endanger that possibility. To date, no formal in­
vitations have been offered by any conference. The La Salle 
University administration is soliciting and reviewing all viable 
conference affiliations. Each possibility will be judged on its own 
merit and ultimately a decision to stay or leave the MCC will be 
made, based on the overall best interests of the institution and 
our student-athletes. It is a decision that will not be made in 
haste.
(Continued from Page one)
"I remember it like it was yesterday,” DiMichele said. "And I’m 
proud of it. Maybe that makes me crazy but everybody likes to 
get recognized for something, especially if it’s giving up a home 
run to one of baseball’s great sluggers."
What DiMichele also remembers is striking out Canseco — in 
spring training. In the "real” game, he fed Canseco a 2-0 hanging 
curve and Jose hit it out.
"I don’t know why he was swinging at a 2 and 0 breaking ball, 
Turning to the Philadelphia Civic Center, it is clear that in June but he did and he hit it out and that’s why today I’m back at La
of 1995 the building will close. Based on discussions held Salle and he’s still up there."
SPRING SPORTS UPDATE
(Continued from page one)
JO H N  MILLER GIVEN 
CONTRACT EXTENSION
Turning to track and field, both the men’s and women’s teams 
have faired well in competition so far this season. In their most 
recent action at the Rider College Invitational on April 9th, 
both the men’s and women’s teams placed second. Outstanding 
individual men’s performances included Junior K evin  D av is  
(Syracuse , NY) earning a second place finish (9:35.5) in the 
3000 meter steeplechase. Junior C h arles K elly  
(Colum bus, N J)  claimed third place in the 400 meter event 
(50.26) and Ed K elleh er  took third place in the 400 inter­
mediate hurdles (54.88). Stev e  N yce  captured a first place 
victory in the shot put (15.22) and H arry Tom azeski took 
second place in the discus (44-06). La Salle claimed the top 
three spots in the 1500 meter, with senior Jo e  C ranston  
(W estm ont, N J)  leading the way at (3:53.56). He was 
followed by freshman Brian  G allagh er (S tra tfo rd , N J)  
(3:55.48) and freshman Troy H arry (G aithersburg, 
M D) (3:57.0). The 4x400 relay team took second place 
(3:21.21). Outstanding women’s performances included T eri 
Lewandowski (L an sdale , PA)  claimed a first place finish 
(4:39.30) In the 1500 meter, followed by Terry Carrow  
(4:46.19) in second. Tomera Jo n e s  (N ew ark, D E) 
finished third in the 100 meter high hurdles (16.9) and second 
in the triple jump (9.77) Sophomore B rid ge t Carney  
(P h iladelph ia, PA ) took first place in the 100 meter (12.7) 
and Lisa H artley  finished third (13.2). Carney  also 
finished second in the 200 meter (27.06). Senior Jen n ife r  
Q uigley (Secan e, PA) took the top honor in the 800 
meter (2:19.24). Finally, the women’s 4x400 relay team ran to a 
second place finish (4:03.4). Coach Charles Torpey’s teams 
have a home meet scheduled on April 15th with Villanova and 
St. Joseph’s and will compete in the Lafayette Relays on April 
23rd before heading to Franklin Field for the 100th running of 
the Penn Relays on April 28-30.
On the links, the golf team has participated in several competi­
tions so far this season. On March 28-29 the team travelled to 
Baltimore to participate in the rain shortened Loyola Invita­
tional. La Salle finished 17th out of 21 teams with M ark  
Ia toro la  (B lackw ood ,N J) low scorer with an 80, eight 
strokes off the leading individual score of 72. On April 12th, 
the team squared off against St. Joseph’s and Penn at 
Philadelphia Cricket Club. Led by senior Chris S iv a k ’s 
(A llentow n, PA ) low score of 73, the Explorers won the
John Miller, the head coach of the La Salle University women’s 
basketball team, has had his contract extended for two years, 
carrying him through 1996-97, director of athletics Robert 
Mullen has announced.
In his eight completed seasons as the Explorers’ head coach, 
Miller’s teams have posted a record of 165-69 for a .705 
percentage. His teams have captured four Metro Atlantic 
Athletic Conference (MAAC) championships, won or shared 
four Philadelphia Big 5 titles, and earned two NCAA tourna­
ment berths and one National Women’s Invitation Tournament 
appearance.
This past season, La Salle compiled a 19-9 overall record and a 
fourth place finish in the Midwestern Collegiate Conference 
(MCC) at 8-6. On December 11, 1993, at Drexel, Miller 
recorded his 150th victory as a Division I coach. In that same 
month, the Explorers won their third straight, sixth overall, La 
Salle Invitational.
Throughout his years, Miller has coached the all-time leading 
scorer in women’s basketball history (Jennifer Cole), the all-time 
assist leader (Mimi Harris) and the all-time steal leader (Jennifer 
McGowan), just to name a few. He has also seen six players 
reach the 1,000th point plateau. This season alone, he managed 
to recruit three top players (Chrissie Donahue, Ann Gallagher 
and Mamie McBreen) from one extremely successful high 
school. All three players were starters for Cardinal O ’Hara High 
School, a team that was ranked #11 in the nation in the final 
1993 USA Today poll.
"Obviously, we are proud of the job John, his staff and his teams 
have done over the years," Mullen said. "He certainly deserves 
this consideration and we look forward to his continued 
dedication to La Salle’s women’s program, both academically 
and athletically."
A  1969 graduate of St. Charles Seminary in Philadelphia, Miller 
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy, as well as a 1976 
Master’s degree in Guidance and Counseling from Villanova 
University. Originally from Reading, PA, Miller and his wife, 
Emily, now reside in the Roxborough section of Philadelphia 
with their four-year-old daughter, Katie.
STUDENT-ATHLETES ACHIEVE ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Through the fall 1993 semester, 123 student-athletes earned cumulative GPA’s of 3.0 or higher, including 58 (or 47 %) with 
GPA’s of 3.4 or higher, according to Joseph Gillespie, Director of Academic Support Services for athletics. Included are 32 
freshmen, 26 sophomores, 29 juniora and 36 seniors, representing virtually all 22 varsity sposts.
U P C O M IN G  SP E C IA L  E V E N T S 
FO R  LA SA LLE  A T H L E T IC S
May 7 - SOFTBALL Alumnae Game, Good Shepherd Field, Noon. (Contact Ray 
Perri, (215)951-1695).
May 9 - Lionel Simmons/Tom O ’Malley Athletic Department GOLF outing at North 
Hills Country Club (Contact Tom Meier, (215)9514516).
May 23 - La Salle Swimming Alumni GOLF Outing at Locust Valley Golf Club, 
Coopersburg, PA. (Contact John Lyons, (215)9514520).
May 26 - GALLAGHER CLUB annual "Meet The Coaches Night" Speedy Morris, 
John Miller and guest speakers, Hayman Hall, 6 PM. (Contact Tim McNamara, 
(215)9514535).
July 11 - Speedy Morris GOLF Tournament for benefit of La Salle’s golf team, at 
Melrose Country Club. (Contact Tom Meier, (215)9514516).
Oct. 7 - Hall of Athletes Dinner, Union Ballroom on campus. (Contact Jim 
McDonald, Alumni Office, (215)9514535).
Oct. 9 - GOLF Outing for benefit of La Salle University’s baseball team, at 
Pennsauken C.C. (Contact Gene McDonnell at (609)667-5113).
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